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7.  LENGTH  OP  OBSERVATtOH 
3-5  min 
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2.  LOCAtlON 
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4.  TYPE  OF  OBSERVATION 
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□ Grountf*Rod«ir 
D Alr-1nt«rc*pt  Radar 


I.  KUMBEA  OF  OBJECTS  I 9.  COURSE 


unk 


1U  COMMENTS 


12.  CONCLUSIONS 

D Wai  Balloon 
O Probably  Balloon 
0 possibly  Bofloon 

O Woi  Aircrofl 

□ Probobly  Aircraft 

□ Poiiibly  Aircraft 

P Was  Astronomf col 

□ Probably  A»tror»omlcal 

□ Possibly  Asfronomlcol 

□ Otbsr ■ 

O IniuFficlont  Dolo  for  Evaluotion 
O Unknown 


Park  obJi  shaped  like  toy  top.  Tlad 
rudder  underneath. 


Poselble  balloon  obaervatlon 
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C ' 
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COMhfBHTS  of  Pra oaring  Officer* 


P-R-O-B-A-B-L-E 


1.  In  tha  oolnl tm  of  tha  ^>re oaring  Officer,  tha  UPOB  sighting  rooorta^ 
by  the  observer  at  Vest  Chester,  Psuiisylvanla  at  23/I63OZ  Soo  55  was  probably 

the  result  of  alarir  upon  seeing  a raaonde  weather  balloon  caught  In  a fluotu- 
. at  lag  current  of  air. 

The  aooearance  of  the  UFOB  from  the  observer's  description  and 

•;  .memory  eketch  Beamed  to  bear  a strong  resemblance  to  a radiosonde  weather 
balloon* 

b.  Tha  wind  data  collected  from  the  Greater  Pittsburg  Airport  seems 
to  extend  the  nosslblllty  of  there  having  been  a radiosonde  balloon  In  the 
vlolnity  of  Veet  Chester,  Pennsylvania  at  the  aooroxlmate  time  of  the  sighting, 
providing?  thnro  wad  a laaka^  In  tha  balloon  which  was  raloasad  at  0400  EST» 

0,  The  fact  that  the  object  was  not  oicked  un  on  radar  in  the  vicinity 
BUggeste  that  It  was  nob  a metal  object  as  believed  by  the  observer. 

•*  f 

a*  The  near  oolticldence  In  time  that  the  Swarthmore  balloon  was  re- 
, leased  and  the  ohaiiging  winds  which  It  encountered  during  Us  assent  does  not 
preclude  the  ooealblllty  nf  Its  having  drifted  toward  the  vicinity  of  Vest' 

Imate  Utr.e  that  the  UFOD  was  sighted, 

■ 

^2.  The  absence  of  sound  assoc intod  with  the  rbjoct  se5me  to  negate  the 
chan^  of  its  having  liesn  aalf-nrooellod , simultaneously  increasing  the  chance 
that  It  waa  probably  a friendly  object. 


i i.  * 


CHESTER  B.  HiVWSON 
Captain,  USAF 
Officer  In  GhArge 


COMMENTS  of  Approving  Officer! 

t 

Concur  id.th  the  opinion  of  the  Preparing  Officer  that  this  s ghting  was 
probably  caused  by  a radiosonde  type  vreather  balloon. 
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PART  Suppiomehtaxy  Invoatigatlve  Efforts 
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PART  TIIRR15*  Comments  of  Proparlng  Offioor 


i t 


11*  SUI'Q’IART  1 An  utiUontlflod  flying  object  was  roportod  to  tho  Oporatlons 
Officer  on  duty  at  tlaw  Canble  AFa*_Polavjaro  (Goollof  GJQIC  2540)  shortly  aft'jr  its 
slitting  by  23/1^30  Soptoiiibor  1955  near  ViTcst  Chester, 

Pennsylvania*  The  t'nllovFlng  report  is  the  result  of  an  intcrvlow ■ with  tho  abovo- 
nentlonod  observer  ami  various  other  agencios  in  tho  vicinity  of  tlic  sighting  whose 
assistance  was  sought  in  determining  the  probable  cause  of  tho  sighting. 

III.  INVESTIGATOR:  2/U  Charles  L.  Borrlor,  AO  3019314 


' ■ CilSSTEU  -IJ,  .thVNSON 

Capt^j, 

Officer  In  Charge 


INOS, 


(Soo  individual  parts) 


APPRO  VTSD* 


JOHN  M WHITS  HR 
Colonel,  USAF 
Commander 
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BAOI 
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SOUnCE:  Mrs. 


Addreaer; 


{GeoRef  GJQK  2557) 


Age : 33 


Ocaupation:  Housewife 

Education:  College 

i % * 

Qualifications:  .20/15  vision*  uncorrected  . , 

> •n  4m  ■m  h W * 1* 

I-  ' *-  P 

II*  nELIABlLITI:  Go^#  SOIJRGK  was  coiitactea  personally* 

I 

f i V « ^ I I 

in;  ■ SOURCE *3  description  OF.SIGHTIIJG:  source  stated  tliat  on  23  Soptomber  1955 

at  12:30. EDST  a sooind  slndlor  to  the  sputtering  of  a light  planers  engine  drew  her 
attention  to  the  altyo  fiOUUCE  dashed  around  to. the  s;.de  of  her  liouse  in  order  to  scan 
the  horizon  biit  was  unable  to  nee  the  aircraft*  She  began  scanning  the  slcy,  when 
suddenly  she  noticed  the  appearance  of  a strange  flying  object,  oval-shaped  and  char- 
coal gray  in  color  moving  across  the  sky#  ' . • 

" ' “ I 

* i - I 

^ ' 1 

■ * ■ \ l 

SOURCE  wateiiotl  the  object  perform  a oounter^loclOTiao  rotational  radvemoni 
which  continued  as.  the  olijectb  moved  away  and  out  of  sight*  The  time  of  .sighting  liras 
between  two  and, five  r.iiuiitr^.e*  Its  course  seemed  to  be  due  west* 

I 

.SOURCE  0011  l.i I (Usuorn  no  sound  being  cmi^tted  by  the  UPOB  during  the  time 
she  observed  it,  even  thougli  it  was  the  sputtering'  sound  wlilch  had  first  dra;m  her 
attention  to  the  slqr,  .During  the  UFOD  sighting  an  unidentified  airliner,  flying  lov; 
at  what  SOURCE  estimated  to  liavo  been  1,000  ft*j  flew j below  and  to  the  riglit  of  the 
UPOB. 


In  additloiT  to  the  oval-like  configuration  of  the  U already  noted, 
SOURCE  described  ttiit  alter  she  l\ad  dashed  inside*  to  get  a set  of  7 x 50  binoculars, 
she  iras  able  to  disting’iish  a small  blister  oh  ^thc  ventral  center  of  the  object  as 
vrell  as  a circular  object  just  off  the  right  'side  of  the  UFOD*  ■ S iURGE  was  certain 
tliat  the  smaller  object  was  moving  independent  of  the  larger  one* 

■ m , ■ 

SOURCE  described  the  UFOD^s'  plis'^sical  appearance  to  tave  rcsoinblcd  the 

cover  of  an  alligator  sldLn  purse  vrf.th  slightly  irregular  protrusi  mo  visable. 

/ 

p 

' The  condition  of  tlio  sl;y  i/as  overcast  vdtli  an  appro  dnato  3500*  coiling, 

. 

!!o  photographs  VTcre  talccn  of  the  UFOD* 
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1*  The'  on  the  Nee  Ctjstle,  Delaiwrei  County  Airport  Weather 

. ' station  (QeoRoF  GJQR  2640)  tab  oontaoted  and  furnished  the  following  Inf ormtlon.  Hla 
atatloa  releaaeji  celling  balloona  at  Irregular  Intervala*  Inflated^  this  type'  of  bal> 
loon  measure  a approadnately  18**  In  diameter  ^ la  ftall  and  uaually  buret  a before  reach* 
lug  5>000  ft*  Ko  balloona  had  been  launohed  on  23  Septoiber,  howereri  on  the.24tb 
BOTexal  ceiling  balloons  were  released  at  one  hour  Intervala  throughout  the  and 
would  have  floated  in  the  dlreotlon  of  West  Cheater^  Pennsylvania  The  latter  report^ 

' howsver^  offered  no  conflrsatlon  on  the  sighting  of  a UFCB  on  23  September* 

2*  The  US  Weather’ Bureau  at  Philadelphia  International  Airport  (GecRef  GJQ{K  > 
4653}  was  telephoned  and  queried  about  balloon  releaaaa  on'\^23  September*  The  forecaste 
on  duty  stated  that  no  balloons  had  been  released  by  them  oti  the  23rd  of.  September* 
This  agenoy  referred  the  AIS3  investigator  to  the  field  unit  which  aupplys  then  wl^ 
xaw  weather  data#  this  being  the  24th  AA  Gp.  ^ * \ 

1 w 1 “ I I 

* 

3.  A check  with  flqs  Oatt#  24th  AA  Gp  located  at  Swarthmore,  Pa.,(GeoRef  GJC^C 
revealed  that  their  ncnral  schadtile  for  releasing  xadlosonde  talloona  is  1000  FETT# 
1600  FDTt  2000  EUT#  and  240O  FOf  and  thla  schedule  was  adhered  to  on  the  23rd  Septem- 
ber ^ ^IthV.thAcexoeptlon'jor  thS' ILOOOLEQEArelhasBi  whloh  Tfirarnada  at  IOI6  EHT*  The  balloo: 
was  of  the  regular  type#  iHirying  xadlosonde  equipment  consisting  of  a enall  modulator 
booc  approximately  6"  square  and  a cone-shaped  txanamltter#  both  mounted  in  a white 
plastlo  box  which  la  euMpemled  by  a email  red  parachute  to  the  balloon.  V?hen  the  bal-  1 
loon  bursts  between  50#0fKl-su(i  60,0CX)  ft#  the  parachute  Inflated  # carrying  the  xadlo- 
' sonde  equipment  safely  to  Ihe  ground*  The  white  or  gray  9'  diameter  neoprene  with 
attached  radiosonde  equlpmant  could  be  seen  from  the  ground  for  several  thousand  feet, 
depending  on  the  vision  of  the  observer  or  the  viaiAl  aids  used* 

■ * 

4*  A further  check  with  the  24th  AA  Gp  Ground  Meteorological  Section 
near  Swarthmore#  Fa*#(Qetn>nr  OJQK  3756)  dlaoloaed  the  following  data  obtained  from 
the  balloon  which  was  relaased  at  I0tl6  HIT  on  23  September  1955t 


9*  Wli  1' ■.XT  ^*1  * 1 vRU  :* 

s 

10:l6  (Released) 

* * 

259® 

■ 

h 

10tl8 

274.8 

¥ 

IO12O 

' 302.9 

10t22 

• 307*4 

9 

IO132  . 

121.9 

e 

/ 

IO142 

146.8 

IO149  (last  Reading) 

134,2 

This  balloon  i:ay  have  burst  shortly  after  the  last  reading  '.laa  nade  or  it  nay  have 
risen  higher  and  drifted  into  winds  which  could  have  carried  It  toward  the  vicinity  of 
V/eat  Cheater#  Pa*,  however  this  isn't  deflnately  known.  From  the  wind  data  above,  the 
Indication  la  that  thla  balloon  drifted  to\Tard  Southern  New  Jersey  in  tho  Chesap^ke 
Area, 

■ ■■ 

5*  Base  Weather  and  Opexatlona  at  Newoastlo  Air  Force  ^ase#  Delaware  (GeoUef 
G.IC5K  2639)  was  contacted.  The  officer  on  duty  stated  thiit  hla  activity  did  not  relcaae 
weather  balloons.  He  further  stated  that  he  tod  furniahsd  82r.d  Ftr  Cp  Operritlona  with 
the  weather  information  for  inclusion  In  the  preliminary  i*epc*rt.  The  ceiling  at  that 
time  had  been  3500  ft*  To  the  V/eather  Officer’ a knowledge,  there  had  been  no  mc-teoro- 
logioal  releases  of  any  kind  in  the  Immediato  vicinity  of  V/ost  Cheater,  Fa.  on  23 
September  1955#  . 


WITIHN  TUP  OF  T»»F.  ESPIONAGE  ACT.  M U S.  C.~ 

***>^<1*1^1  iq  rvrp  tiy 


MiK  liNlLLLIOtiNLt;  INhUKMATKJN  KEPORT 


TROW  (/turner) 

Flight  3-H,  4602d  AISS 


REPOnT  NO. 


3H-UFCB-9-55 


Part  Two 

PAGE  5 


OF 


6 


PAG£S 


SUPPIPIHEOTAICC  IIOTSriGATIVE  EFFOKTS:  (Cont) 

m 

6.  The  U3  Weather  Bureau  in  Karrishurgi  Permsylvanla  (GeoRef  GJPL  0Sl6)  reported 
that  the  only  balloons  which  they  release  are  ceiling  balloons  measuring  15^-20'’  and 
24"**30”  in  diameter  v/hich  do  not  carry  rasonde  equipment.  They  are  released  at  0400E3T | 
1000  EST,»  l600  ESI , and  2200  EST  and  remain  aloft  seldom  over  an  hour* 

A 

4 * 

* # ^ I ■■ 

. 7.  A check  with  the  US  V/eather  Btareau  at  Greater  Pittsburg  Airport  jCOeoRof  GJLL. 

0227)  revealed  that  radiosonde  balloons  had  been  released  from  this  station  on  23 
September  at  the  following  times,  0400  FST,  1000  EST,,  l600  E3T , and  2200  ESP.  The 
forecaster  on  duty  felt  that  only  under  unus^l  conditions  would  one  of  their  balloons 
have  drifted  as  far  as  .West  Chester.  In  the  event  of  a leak  in  the  balloon,  *it  pro- 
bably would  not  lave  attained  a sufficient  altitude  for  it  to  have  btU'st.'Xf  thlc  Pad 
been  the  oasenwlth  respect  to  the  balloon  launched  at  0400  £3T,  It  may  feasibly. have 
drifted  in  the  higher  velocity  wind  cxarrents  that  are  common  above  35, 000ft ^ reaching 
the  vicinity  of  the  sighting  at  the  apprcscliiate  time  the  UFOB  vas  observed. 

The  following  data  was  recorded  on  the  balloon  released  at  0400  ESTi 


(ft)  .Wind  Direction 


. 6,000 
, 8,000 
10,000 
14,000 
20,000 
■25,000 
30,000 
■35,000 

45.000 

50.000 


250 

250 

270 

270 

270 

290 

290 

300 

310 

330 


I I* 


\ 


: Wind  Velocltv  (knots) 

* * 

14 
19 
26 
22 
26  ■ 

40 
53 
82 . 

59 
■ 70 


8,  A check  with  Aii*  'I'mtTic  Control  at  Friendship  Field  (CeoUif  GJF:;  2213) /tld, 
yielded  no  confirmation  on  I ho  unidentified  flying  object  observed  If'e'it  Ch"stc] 
Pennsylvania  on  23  September. 

* 

9*  Air  Traffic  Control  at  Philadelphia  Interna tloral  Airport  l;lkcv;irie  '.  is  un- 
able to  offer  confirmation  on  the  UFCB  sighting* 

■ 

10*  The  Weather  Station  at  Ft*  Meade,  Maryland  (GeoRef  GJPK  3.607)  vac  call‘4  by 
telephone  but  had  nothing  to  offer  in  the  way  of  conflmsation  on  the  UFCB. 

11,  Operations  at  the  647th  AG&W  Sq  in  Manassas,  Virginia  (Geolief  Gjuj  3G.'.7) 
was  alsd  contacted  but  had  no  infomation  to  relate  which  might  serve  to  co.”iMrr«  tb: 
sighting  of  a UFOB  .near  V^est  Chester,  Pennsylvania  on  23  September  1955.  " 


» 
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